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GUARDUSMEN DUNATE BIOCOD

Scores of Hawaii Alr Guardsmen
stoically rolled up their sleeves;
and in a symbolic gesture of sup-
port to their fellow Americens in
Viet Nam, gave their blood in gen-

erous quantities on Frlday and-
Saturday. s G :
It was the local chapter to a

story being told around the United
States this month in a drive call=
ed "Blood for Defense'. .. The pro-
ject, Jjointly sponsored by the

tional Guard Association and tle

erican Red Cross, 1is to collect
250,000 pints of blood in support
of the waer effort 1in the Republic
of Viet Nam.It is the single largs
est drive for blood in U.S. hisa
tory--g country involved 1n 1its
third major conflict. since the
early 1940s.

Judging by the lcal turnout
the national drive may indeed Ve
a success.

‘Airmen started lining up early
after the morning formation, and
were stlll crowded in the halls
next to the field masintenance off-

ice vhen the closing formation
began at 4 PM. COL Ashford set
the pace. He was the first ¢to
donate; but, as he jokingly des
clared, "I get out of the fa ma-
tlon a Tittle befare everyone
else." T

The' ColoneI was quickly fol=
Towed by men from headquarters,

0, and other units. In the
ternoon heavy numbers of men
“came in from CAMRON shops, and

CSS Orgenlzations, and Supply.
By the end of the day 154 men

.until it was

had: registered to donate, though
a high rejection rate both Inside

‘the makeshift hospital room mmd

in.the waiting 1Iine, reduced the
final day's total to 85 plintsee~-
still s ‘tremendous offering.

Thirty seven men were turned away
outside for lack of sleep, tatoos,
colds, sore throats a hilgh teme
pa atures, while inside rapid
pulse or falling blood resaure

knocked out sanother 27 prospecti-
ive givers.
L staff of six reglstered

nurses and .three asslstants, end
one doctcr moved quickly through
the pool room which had been con-
verted to an eight bed receivirg
room by  ¥olunteers from CBPO,
administér ing to the prone . airmear.
Some men, I1ike AlC Roy Tama~
shiro, fortified themselves with

coffee and doughnuts seérved by
Nurse, Mrs. Olivia Park, before
facing the needle. Others walted

gll over and relaxed
wi th a beer or coffee In the field
maintenance office.

Friday, ninety nlme alr tech-
niclans volunteered +to glve thelr.
blood and only seven were re jected
because of health reasons, bring-
jng the two day total to I77 pints.

MAJ James Lota, chalrman of
the HANG drive,gave his sincerest
Aloha and Mahalo to Guardsme n, md
technicians who donated and to
the staff of the Hawall = Blood
Benk. He -was very pleased "and
noted that everyone 1nvolved had
"done an excellent..job,"

A skeleton crew at the reg=
ular office did business as usual,
while the majority of the nedical
technic 1and@ worked strenuously to
handle the influx at the hangar.




